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I'am a bass angler at heart, anytime my wife
I prefer to work the banks in the hunt for
largemouth bass, in places where bass boats and gas
powered motors are prohibited; Falls Lake State
Park has several areas cordoned off where motor

lets me go out and I am not too far behind at work.
I head out to one of our many smaller lakes or

Without T
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rivers not dominated by the big run-and-gun bass
boats: Umstead State Park. Eno River, Falls Lake's
Beaver Dam are some of my favorite spots.
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SPORT FISHING, Continued from page 5

t of the river, because eventually it emp-

tes into Lake chright and it's @ long swim if

N ‘e on the wrong side. In order o stay to the

right. there were times when | had to actually swim.

It was a bit of an adventure and not many trout.

The crystal clear water means that the trout can see

you and you can see the trout. Every time 1 would
make a cast, [ could see small trout spook and dart
in the opposite direction—a little discouraging.
As 1 made my way down the river, it began to
open up into very wide gravel shoals that looked
like a Martian landscape. The pools got deeper,
but the bank got steeper too. I decided to make
my way back up to the top trail and walk unul |
found an opening. Eventually, | found a beautiful
calm pool, just below some rapids. As I descended
the rather steep 60 foot incline from the trail to
the river below, I could see fish. 1 could tell they
were not trout. They were smallmouth bass, and there
were about a dozen of them ranging from what
looked like 1 to 3 pounds. As I made my way down,
slowly, carefully, and quictly, I was amazed. It
was if I was looking down on the big aquarium at

the i

the BassPro Shops in Concord (NC). I snapped off

my Panther Martin, and hooked on my big green

Stilf 20 feet up on the side of the steep bank,

I cast the worm into the rapids and letif tloat gen-
tly and natural down into the pool. Instantly, three
or tour, smallies took a look at it and another one _,_
snatched it. [ waited a second and set the hook and
quickly reeled her in. She was beautiful—Golden m
brown, with almost a yellow tint. Obviously, I have
sight fished before, but nothing like this. It was |
like fishing in an aquarium. Another long cast away |
from the big boulders that provided cover in the |
placid pool. 1 worked the worm back toward the _
school. No takers. I tossed the worm onto one |
boulder, waited a second, gave it flip and it hopped
the 2 feet oft the rock and into the pool with out
making a splash. [nstantly, I telt the tell-tale “tug -
tug.” and waited for the third tug to set the hook -
another fine fish. Eventually, all of the fish became ©
wary of this green invader, but I was able to pull
four fish out of that school before the whole lot
ook off down stream. It was awesome and | surely
got a chance to see how fish react to a plastic worm.,
[ had to run because my dad was picking me up at
the Bridgeport Covered Bridge. As I hiked the ﬁ
mile-long trail between Englebright Lake and the |
~, bridge, I was reflecting about how 1 cannot get |
J away from bass fishing, even when | try. Although

M 1 did not land a single trout, I sure enjoyed the two |
» days of bass fishing in Northern California. As 1
| wus descending to the visitor center of the Souti
i Yuba River State Park. | mused, bass fi
- { the bank in C: i ght even be better :Z: i
‘ doing it in N i
1 deal with snakes. ticks. and L:mmc?. Just then. | ‘
M SAW ._.5 “___:c head of the hiking _2: :G%_.
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Gary Yamamato. No weight, just a hook and a worm. w
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“the beaver dam.”
croaker and spots on Bouges Iniet Pier

hing. which often yields quality f
as an angler who can adapt to the situation.

fishing for
find the fish and be patient.

1S

boats are not allowed, and canoes. Kayaks and and
john boats with trolling motors are the only types
of watercraft plying those areas. I think the bass

know where these specific places are and like to
take their chances with the bank and kayak anglers

—avoiding the fast bass rigs. In some respects,
one gets the advantage of the abundant and big bass

that populate Falls Lake without the pressure. The

area called
and trout fishing on the Oconaluftee River. I fancy

myself
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On arecent tamily trip to Northern California.
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