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Route to British India: Mid-Nineteenth Century 

For this project, I’ve divided my work into three sections. The first is a recruitment 

poster calling on young me to enlist in the East India Company (EIC). This poster 

would be directed by the Governor General of India, Charles Canning, who would 

later be the de facto leader of the EIC during the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny. The second 

piece is a set of annotated maps describing the journey between London and India, 

with noted stops along the way pointed out. I marked important places and pictures 

on the map and wrote about those features in the following text. However, I made 

the artistic choice to make the annotation shapes in bright and contrasting colors. I 

tried out using ink-like annotations, yet those were difficult to differentiate against 

the backdrop of the map and the brown-paper background. The third item is a 

sample postcard, in this case written in the perspective of Lady Cooper from the 

Lady’s Escape from Gwalior reading. Postcards in this time period (1850s) were 

rather undecorated and were used by people who had just arrived in India and 

needed to send a quick message to relatives back in Great Britain. In context, new 

EIC employees would send postcards upon their immediate arrival to India. Once 

they got settled in their new residence, they would be in a position to write full 

letters. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE BRITISH EAST INDIA 
COMPANY REGARDING NEW RECRUITMENT ON 

THE BRITISH ISLES, AND CHANCE TO RECEIVE A 
PROMOTIONAL BROCHURE	

	
 
The British east India Company humbly 
requests the services of queen victoria’s, her 
majesty, finest young men to consider 
employment under this royal charter. Our 
organization has two hundred and fifty-six 
years of experience charting and directing 
the riches of the far east, and now we present 
an excellent opportunity to continue this 
tradition. 
 
To send an inquiry or to receive further 
travel information, please write a 
correspondence to the east india house: 12 
leadenhall Street, London, England. To send 
an application, please Include your full name, 
title, other honorifics, past work experience, 
and at least two references from 
knowledgeable and well-regarded men. 
 
 

V{tÜÄxá VtÇÇ|Çz? Dáà XtÜÄ VtÇÇ|Çz? i|ávÉâÇà 
Charles canning, 1st earl Canning, viscount 
Governor-General of india 



 
route to india, Features of the European leg 

	

	



 
route to india, Features of the Asian leg 

	
	



 
	

1. newly-employed men of the british east india 
company will report to the lobby of the 
general post office of London at their 
designated appointment time. This time will be 
approximately one fortnight after you 
receive a letter confirming your entry into 
the company, and this interval should give 
sufficient time to pack your belongings, 
conclude any personal business at your local 
town, as well as wish loved ones a farewell 
for your time in our service. 
 
It is your responsibility to then catch a 
carriage or boat to London. The Address of 
the general post office is 60 Saint martin’s le-
Grand, London, England. Latecomers and non-
attendees may be barred from consideration 
for future opportunities with our company, 
except under extenuating circumstances. 

 
2. Take note of the map, as it outlines several 

potential routes towards the orient. The 
safest and most reliable of these routes is 
the sea pathway, along the london – Gibraltar 
– malta – alexandria trade route. In all of 
these ports and concessions are rest stops to 
provide a reprieve from the sea voyage. 

 
The rock of Gibraltar has been of british 
possession since 1713, and the island of malta 
has been A BRITISH CROWN COLONY since 1814. 
Paperwork to enter these ports will 
therefore be minimal for british nationals. 
Entry into the port of Alexandria in Turkish 
Egypt may be more difficult, but we will 
provide the necessary documentation and 
permission.  
 

3. Please be advised that we will switch from a 
steamboat on the Mediterranean side of the 
Sinai peninsula to a sailing vessel on the red 
sea side. While plans for a canal near suez are 
abound, for the time being we will transport 
cargo and persons via camel caravan. This 
overland distance is historically the most 



 
difficult portion of the voyage to the orient. 
As a result, we expect east india company 
employees to be physically fit and mentally 
determined in the dry desert air and under 
temperatures exceeding ninety five or one 
hundred degrees. 

 
4. Following a nice cruise through the red sea, 

you will arrive at the westernmost outpost 
of the east india company proper, the aden 
settlement in the south of Arabia. We will 
again change ships to accommodate passage 
across the indian ocean. It is at this point 
where you will assigned to the three 
presidencies of india: Bombay, madras, and 
Calcutta. Your chosen assignment will be 
final.  

 
5. Each of the three presidencies (Bombay, 

madras, and Calcutta) have their own armies. 
Commanded by Englishmen but staffed with 
conscripts from trained men of the native 
indian tribes. These armies are maintained to 
product our company’s productive factories 
and trading interests. In addition, the 
central city of each of these three 
presidencies will contain English 
neighborhoods. Regardless of whether you 
are entering our company as a bureaucrat, a 
merchant, or a military officer, you will 
spend the majority of your time in india 
stationed at your presidency’s namesake city. 

 
We have taken measures to ensure our 
company employees’ safety during their 
tenures in india. The native armies of the 
presidencies have sworn an oath of servility 
from the crown, and individual soldiers are 
only recruited from the most loyal castes 
and tribal groups available. In addition, we 
have made sure that all independent nations 
of india have been either subjugated or 
rendered economically dependent on our 
trade goods. Hence, they will recognize the 
east india company as a primary 
administrative body in the relevant regions. 



 

On the Port of Calcutta, 1855 
 

ctáà yxã wtçá áÑxÇà |Ç VtÄvâààt ãtá ãÉÇwxÜyâÄA ixÜç uâáç? uâà à{|á vÉâÇàÜç |á áÄÉãÄç 
uxvÉÅ|Çz Ä|~x t áxvÉÇw {ÉÅxA j|á{|Çz xäxÜçÉÇx utv~ |Ç XÇzÄtÇw t `xÜÜç 
V{Ü|áàÅtá tÇw t [tÑÑç axã lxtÜ4    

@eA`A VÉÉÑÄtÇw 
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