HAMMERMAN
Cell Phone Video #1: 
Hammerman stands by a large rock, chisel in one hand and hammer in the other.
Translated by Jibril Mohamed.
https://people.duke.edu/~ng46/El-Ali/Video%201%20640x352.mp4
Hammerman:
"Dear all, peace be upon you. That is where I am cutting it. Watch it with me."
(He strikes the chisel repeatedly with the hammer).
Thud. Thud. Thud!
"Do not say later that it was cut from some other place or picked up from the ground. We left alone the pieces that were found on the ground. The man who found it is cutting it."
Hammerman removes the chisel and hits the rock directly with a hammer.
Thud. Thud. Thud!
Crowd:
"Oh, no! Stop. Go back. Hit it from the top."
Hammerman (responding):
"It is ready to remove. We just want some extra length, but it is removable."
Someone:
"Put the chisel underneath."
Someone else:
"No, no. Continue it like that. You are right.”
Hammerman (removing the stone):
"I am removing it with my hand. Do you see it? Peace be upon you. There it is. And that is the spot where I removed it from. It is very hot. There it is. And the piece we removed is here. Regards. Peace be upon you."
End of Translation
Nick asks Jibril:

The man chiseling the meteorite says, "Do not say later that it was cut from some other place or picked up from the ground. We left alone the pieces that were found on the ground. The man who found it is cutting it." I am confused about exactly what he meant. I am sure you have a better understanding of his meaning...
Did he mean to say, "we left alone the meteorite pieces that were found on the ground?"
(If this is what he meant, it may mean that those pieces can provide direct evidence of the meteorite having been mined for metal in prehistoric times."
And by saying, "The man who found it is cutting it," does he mean to say that HE is the one who found it and HE is the man who is now cutting it? So, I assume that HE is/was one of the prospectors, the owners, or the sellers.

It sounds like he is making the video as a testimony that as its finder, he is guaranteeing that the sample he is cutting actually came from the meteorite itself.  Do you think that is more or less the purpose of the video?
Jibril replies:
You got it. He meant that there were meteorite pieces on the ground near the large one. They decided not to collect those. Instead, they got a sample from the main meteorite by chiseling it out. 
When he says "the man who found it is cutting it," my understanding is that he is a prospector of the meteorite. Somalis often talk about themselves in third person when they are bragging about something. He expresses his pride in being associated with finding the precious rock.
And you are correct. The video is testimony that the sample actually came from the meteorite. 
End of Commentary
Nicholas Gessler 2025.05.26
