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Passage (2010)

Commissioned by the American Bandmasters Association

Instrumentation

Piccolo

3 Flutes

2 Oboes

English Horn

2 Bassoons

Clarinet in Eb

3 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb

Soprano Saxophone

Alto Saxophone

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Harp

3 Trumpets in Bb

4 Horns in F

3 Trombones

2 Euphoniums

Tuba

Timpani

4 Percussion
1: crotales, chimes, piccolo snare, crash cymbals
2: orchestral bells, xylophone, crotales (shared with Percussion 1), sizzle cymbal
3: vibraphone, marimba, bass drum (timpani mallets)
4: small suspended cymbal, medium suspended cymbal, piccolo woodblock, triangle, 4 tom-
toms, piccolo snare (shared with Perc. 1), 3 brake drums

Score is TRANSPOSED
Duration: ca 9 minutes

Performance Notes

There may be more than one player per part to achieve a satisfactory balance, particularly in the woodwinds. Solos
should always be one person per part. While a harp is strongly preferred, a synthesized harp on a velocity-sensitive
keyboard may be used if a “real” harp is not available. The glissandi should be played as fast scales or arpeggios on the
correct notes indicated by the pedal markings.

MM. 55-56: An alto sax solo may be substituted for the bassoon solo.

M. 113: The horns may play a written E# instead of the written G#.
M. 190: Horns 1 and 3 may substitute a written C# (doubling Horns 2 and 4) for the written A.

Program Note

Passage was composed in 2010, but the music looks back at earlier times in my life. A prominent four-note theme, first
heard as the harmonized melody in the woodwinds, comes from a piece I composed in 1990 called Duo for Violins. In
the duo, the theme appears at a climactic moment and is filled with passionate intensity. In Passage, the theme is set
with rich harmonies that shift with each repetition, and the rhythmic character is supple and nuanced. To me, it’s like
encountering an old friend who has changed with age, hopefully for the better.

Composing for symphonic band was another occasion for retrospection. My formative musical experiences began in
1970, when I played in public school bands and jazz ensembles directed by men who offered instruction, mentorship,
and priceless opportunities to discover myself as a composer and musician. And so it is with gratitude that I dedicate
this piece to Robert C. Shirek, Calvin D. Moely, and Raymond C. Wifler, three American bandmasters who revealed to me
what it could mean to live a life in music.

Passage was commissioned by the American Bandmasters Association and received its premiere at the Midwest

Conference in December 15, 2010 in a performance by the United States Marine Band (“The President’s Own”)
conducted by Captain Michelle Rakers.

Scott Lindroth
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