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TIEPI TON TOTZ TPATITOYZ AOTOYEZ TPAGONTON
H
TTEPT TON LO®IETON

(1) ¢me1dn Tivec TGOV Kohovuévwy cofloT@v lotoplog pEV Kol
roudeliac Ruerdkaor kol Tod ddvacbor réyelv ouolwg 1Ol
dTong ameipwe Exovo, ypdpelv D& BENEAETNRKGTEG Adyoug
ke 91 Prfraiwy detkvivieg Thv adtdv codiav cepviovovTol
xol uéya dpovodor, kol worrootdv uwEpog THG PNTOPLKTG
KEKTUEVOL Duvduewe 8Ang TAg Téxvne audiafntotol, da
tadtny TRV aitiav imyeipiow katnyopiav motfcaclor TGV
YPOMTGY Adywv, (2) odx Wg dAhoTpiav EuavTod TRV dvoputy
aBTGY fiyodpevoc, GAAT W &’ Etépoic HEILOV Ppovaly Kal TO
ypddetv Ev Tapépyw Tod < Afyelv > HeAETAV otduevog xpfiva,
kol TODg &M TodTéd TolTo TOV Plov xartavariokoviag
amoreAeipBon  woAd  xoi  puyTopikdc Kai ¢prhocoding
drEiAndc, xai ToAD Sikaudtepov Gv WOINTGRE i COPLOTAG
npooayopevecfon vopilwv. (3) tp@Tov piv ovv éviedlev dv Tig
xatadpovioeie To0 ypddeiv, €€ dv fomv edemifetov kol
pddrov xai Tf Tv)X0UOn droer MpdxElpov. EIMEIV pEV yop &K

100 mapavTika mepl Tl TapaTuxdVIOC EMEIKGG, KO0 TOXELQ

’ - ~ Y - H ’
xpricacBot T@vV évBounpdrov kal TEV Ovopdrwy eVTOPLY,

Kol T Koup® TRV Tpaypdrtwy kol Taig émbvplong TV
GvOpTWwY EBOTOXWS GkoAovBAOOL Kol TOV WPOOAKOVTIQ

Adyov eimeiv, od1e PUoewe amdong olfte madelag TAG
toxodone &otiv: (4) v moAAGD Bt xpdvy ypdwyot Kol KaTd

oxoAV EmdvopBdom, Kol mapaBépevoy TG TGV TPOYEYOVOTWV |
copaT@Y ouyypdupaTa Torhaxdlev eig Tavtov EvBoptipaTa

On those who write written speeches
or
On sophists

(1) Since some of those who are called sophists have neglected an enquiring

. approach and training and have no more experience of being able to make
specches than ordinary people, but, having practised the writing of speeches
. and demonstrating their cleverness through texts, give themselves airs and
i think much of themselves, and, having acquired a very small part of an
© orator’s ability, lay claim to the art as a whole, this is the reason for my
| setting out to make a case against written speeches, (2) not because I believe

* that the ability these people have is foreign to me, but because I pride myself

more on other grounds, and think that writing ought to be a by—product of the

practice of making speeches, and suppose that those who spend their lives on

- this particular skill have serious shortcomings in both oratorical skill and in

* philosophy, and consider that they would much more justly be described as

script—writers than as sophists.

{3) First, then, one would look down on writing from this point of view, that
it is easy to acquire and simple and readily available to the natural disposition
bf anyone who happens o want it. For speaking on the spot in a fitting way
about whatever presents itself, and employing a swift richness of argument

and vocabulary, and following with a sure track the critical moment in affairs

and people’s inclinations, and using appropriate language is not a universal
:_iatural gift nor does it come from just any sort of training,. (4) To take a long
time over writing, to correct at leisure, to marshal the collected writings of

past sophists and bring together ideas from many sources into the same work,
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gvvayeipo kot pipunoacfor TAC THV €U AEYOuEVWY EMTLXIAC,
kot TO pEv &K TAC 1OV 1hwtdv ovpfoviiac éravopbdoaobo,
T0 & aUTOV EV EQUTY TOAAGKIC EMOKEWAMEVOV GvarxOfipal
KO HETOYPAWOL, KO TOIC ATIDEVTOIC padiov TEQUKEV.

(5) ¥omn &' dmoavra Ta pEv ayabdd kol keAd omdvia Kol
XOAETO Kol 31 movev slwddta yiyveoOau, T& 88 tameiva kol
dabra padiav Exer < TNV > xTHov: WOt  emetdn TO ypdderv
To0 A€YEIV ETOIMOTEpPOV Auiv E0Tiv, EIKOTWEC Av adTod Kol
v kThiov Erxdrtovog diag vopilowpev. (6) Emerta Toig pEv
Aéyelv Dervoig oUdeic Gv (povEY ATOTHOEIEV, WG 0¥ UIKpOV
v TthR¢ wouxne E£Eiv  peroappuvBuicavreg Emietkdg
Aoyoypadrioovol, toic 8¢ ypapeiv foxnuévoigc ovdeic &v
mMOTeEVOEIEY, WG GMe Thg aUTHE duvduswe ko Aéyewv olol 1
Ecovrat. TOUC UEV YAP TG XOAENR TGV Epywy EmMTEAODVIAC
gikdg, GTav ém Td pdw TRV yvounv UETAOTHOWOY, EVTOPWLC
uetaxeipicaoBon THv TAY TpayudTwY amepyaoiav: Toig Ot TQ
padia YEYLUVAOUEVOLE GVTITUNOC kKol 7poudving 7n Tdv
xoremtwtépwy emuhera xaforarar. yvoin 8’ dv tig ék TGvOe
tdv mapadeypdrov: (7) 6 pEv yap apor péya doptiov
Buvdpevog Emt Ta kouvddTepa peTeABWy padiwe petaxepioomt’
dv: 0 BE mpog 16 xoUGda 17 Juvdper dukvovuevog oddev av
Tdv Baputépuwy olog T ein ¢épsty. Kal REATV 0 HEV TODWKNG
dpopede padiwg mapérecBon Toig Ppaduréporg divant dv' 0
B3t PBpadic ovx Gv 016g T  &in Toi¢ BaTTootv Suodpapsiv. ETt
8¢ mwpOg TOUTOIC O PEV T& WOPPW DUVAUEVOG ENOKOTLG
axovtilewv 1) tofevev kot Tdv Eyybe teveTan padlwg O BE TX
wAnoiov Baiiciv EmoTdpevog ovaw dAlov Bl kdil TAV Toppw
bovrAceTon Tuyxdvery. (8) 1ov adTtov 87 Tpdmov xon mepl TOVG
Aoyoug & pEv éx 1ol TOpouTika KeAGC wBTOIC YPWUEVOC OVK
ddniov Om peta xpdévov kol oxoAfic £v TH ypdderv DradEpwv

~
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to copy happy expressions in what is well said, to correct some things on the

advice of ordinary people and to revise and rewrite others having looked over

them by oneself many times, this is naturally easy even for those without

training.

(5) Bverything good and fine is hard to come by and difficult, and is usually '
produced by hard work, but what is ordinary and trivial is easy of

acquisition. So, since writing is more readily available to us than speaking, it

is reasonable that we should consider its acquisition to be of less value too.

{6) Then no-one who thinks sensibly would fail to believe that, with a small

alteration to their mental framework, those who are good at speaking will

write scripts for speeches appropriately, but no-one would believe that those

practised in writing will also be able to make a speech as a result of this same

ability. Tt is likely that, whenever people who accomplish difficult tasks turn

their minds to easier ones, they will be amply competent to take in hand the

completion of them. But, for those who are practised in easier matters, the

attention they must devote to more difficult tasks is the reverse of this and is

an uphill struggle. One might appreciate this from the following examples : a

man able to lift a heavy weight, if he turned to lighter objects, would take

them up easily, but someone whose strength went only so far as light objects

would not be able to carry any of the heavier ones. And again, the swift

runner would easily be able to keep up with slower ones, but the slow runner

would not be able to keep pace with the quicker. In addition to this, the man

who can hit the target, hurling the javelin or shooting an arrow at things far
away, will easily hit those close to as well; but it is by no means clear that the

man who knows how to shoot at things close by will also be able to hit those

far away. (8) In the same way with regard to speeches too, it is not hard to

demonstrate that the man who gives a good account on the spur of the

moment will, given time and leisure, be a notable composer of speeches when
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ToroUpevog ouvk  adaveg OTv pETefoc Em TOUC
AVTOOXEDIAOTIKOVE AdYoug dmoplag Kot TAdvVOL Kol TapaxfAg
£ I By r

£Lel AP TRV yvudunv.

(9) fiyovpen 8& xoi ¢ Pfiw Tdv dvOpdmev 10 pdv Aéyeiv del
TE kKol BLd AavToc yxphotpov slvon, Tod dE ypadeiv Orydxkic
gUxapov TRV ddvouy adtd xabiotacor. Ti¢ yép otk oidev,
61t Aéyeiv piEv Ex ToO mapavTike Kol dnunyopodol ko
dikalopévolc kol Tag idlog OMAING TMO10TOIY AVOYKALGY
20T, kKol ToAAdkiGg admpoodokriTwg Koipol TpAYpHATWY
rapamintTovoly, £v 0lg ol pEv olwrdvreg evkoTadpovnTol
ddEovowv elvon, Tovg BE Afyovrog Wwg 1odBesov v yvduny
Exovrag BTO TV dArwv Tipwpévove opduev. (10) Stav yop
vovBetfioon Bén Todg auaptdvoviag § mapapvlioacbon Tovg
dvotuxobvrag fj Fpabvor Todg Ouuovpévovg 1 Tog efaidvng
gmevexBeivac witiog amordoaobar, Tvikadd’ 1 tol Aéyetv
ddvopig th xpeiq v avBpdnwv émxovpeiv oid T E0Tiv' N
Bt ypadn oxorfic BEITOl Kol WOKPOTEPOUG WOLEITONL TOUG
XpOvVOUg TWY KOIp@EvV: Ol PEV YAp TOXElov TNV ¢mkovpiay Em
1dv aydvwyv arotodoly, 1 88 xaTd oxoAnv kot fpadéwc
EmTeAel TOUC Adyove. @ote Tig v dpovdv tadtnv THY
dbvapry {nidosiev, i TOV Koup@v To000TOV GMOAEIMETOL

(11) mdc 8 ov katayéraotov, €1 700 KNpLKOC THPA—
KOAODVTOC “tic dyopederv PovAeron TOV WOMTAV;” § TOC
vduatoc Ev Toig Odikmotnpioig fdn péovrog, émi 10
ypoupateiov 0 pritwp mopevolto ovvljowy kol padnoduevog
Abyov; ¢ dANBOE yop €1 uEv fuev TOpavvol TV mOAEwv, &
Auiv &v fv kod SikaoTripio guRAEYEIY K&l AEPL TWV KOLVRV
BovietecBon mpayndtwy, Gob’, OTGTe ypdwotpey Tovg Adyovg,
pvikedte  tovg dArovg moAitac Em TRV dxpdadiv
TapokoAelv. Emel d° Ertepor todrtwy kuprol eiowv, ap’ ovk
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it comes to writing; but it is not hard to see that, it one who spends his time
writing changes over to extemnpore speeches, he will have a mind full of
helplessness, wandering and confusion.

(9 I think that in the life of men also making speeches is both constantly and
in every circumstance useful, but writing ability is seldom apt for the critical
moment. For who does not know that making speeches on the spot is
necessary both for those who address the people and for those who go to
court and for those who take part in private gatherings, and opportunities
often occur unexpectedly In circumstances where those who stay silent will
seem justly reviled while we see those who can speak honoured by others as
if they had a god-like intellect. (10) For, whenever it is necessary to
admonish those who are going astray or to counsel the unfortunate or to calm
those moved by passion or to rebut accusations brought out of the blue, then
the ability to make a speech can be a help in people’s hour of need. But
writing needs leisure and requires more time than opportunities allow. For
people ask for speedy help in their law-suits whilst writing produces speeches
at leisure and slowly. So, what sensible person would envy this ability which
falls so far short of the opportunities ? (11} Would it not be ridiculous if,
when the herald was proclaiming ‘Which of the citizens wishes to speak 7,
or when the water-clock in the courts was already running, the speaker were
to proceed to his writing tablet in order to assemble and con his speech ? For,
if we were tyrants in charge of cities, it would truly be in our power both to
summon the courts and to take counsel for public affairs so that, whenever
we wrote speeches, we could then call the other citizens to listen to them. But

since it is others who are in control of these things, is it not silly of us to
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eUnbeg AuGS dAARY Tiva wotgioBon perétnv Adywv t Evavtiug
Exovory dxpifdc T < ... > (12) €l yop ol Toic oviuaorv
gEeipyoopévor Kol pdilov morduootv § AGyoic E01kOTEC KOO
160 uév aUTdpatrov Kol mhEov  danfeiong Spolov
anoBePAnKOTEC, METQ TWAPOOKELHC O& mewidofon xod
gvykelaBon doxkodvreg, amotiag kot ¢hdvov TAC TAV
AKOLOVTWV yvduag EpmurAdol < ... > (13) texpripiov B8
HEYIOTOV. 01 V&P Eig T MixaorhApia ToU¢ ASYovS ypUdovTEeg
pevyovor tdc akpifeiag xali pmpolvrar TAE TEV
adTooxedaldvrwy Eppnvelag, Kol TOTE KUAALOTQ ypoderv
doxoboly, O0TAY HKIOTX YEYpPAUUEVOLC Opoiovg WOpiowvTol
Adyovg. Omdte dE kol TOig Aoyoypddoig ToUTO WEpAG THG
emelkeiag £0TIV, dTov ToUC adTooxsdiclovrog MIpNowvTal,
TEC 0d Xph Ko TAC Foudelac txelvo pdiota Tipdyv, &d’ ov
TpOC ToBTo TO yévoc TGV Adywv ebmdpwg EEouev;

(14) otpor B ko B tout  dbiov eivon TolC ypamTovg
royovg dmoboxipalerv, 011 tov Blov Tdv petaxsipilopdvwy
ovwpoiov kaOlOTEOL. TEpl MAVTWY PEV yap TRV Tpoyndtwy
yeypauuévovg emoracBon Adyouc v T1 TWV aduvvatwy TEPUKEV
avaykn & gotiv, Otav T Ta pEv abtooxsdaln, T& Bt Turol,
10V Adyov avdpolov Gvia woyov 16 AEYOVTL Tapaokevdlely,
Kol T pev vmokpioet kol Poywdig TapamAroia Sokeiv
givon, ta 88 tomeive kol dabra daiveobBor wopd THY Exeivwy
axpiferav. (15) deivov ' €07t THV avTiToIobHevov Gticoodiag
{avnAEyE1v} ko1 moudedoeiv £TEéporg VMIoXvOUpEVOV, v UEV
€xn vpauporeiov f fipriov, deikvivol ddvacBon TRV odTOb
gopioy, v OE Tovtwv Guoipog yévarton, undev TGV dmaudedtwv
PBertiw kabeotdvon, xol xpdvov uEv dobevroc divaoBo
Aroyov EEeveykeiv, evBEwg Bt mept Tol mpotebEvTog aduwviotepov
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gtvers TV INWTWY, Kol AOYWV UEV TEXVOC emoyyEAAeEoQat, TOU

58 veiv undE pixpdy ddvoutv Exovr’ v éavtd daiveobour.
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adopt another practice with regard to speeches 1 for those clearly in the
contrary position T < .... >. (12) For if speeches which have their text
carefully worked out and are more like scripts than speeches and have
abandoned both the spontaneous and that which more closely resembles the
truth and seem o be moulded by and consist in pre-fabrication fill the minds
of their hearers with distrust and resentment < .... > (13) And the following
is a most powerful proof: those who write speeches for the courts avoid
precision and mimic the style of extempore speakers, and they scem to be
doing their best writing when they produce speeches which least resemble
seripts. And since this is the touchstone of plausibility even for speech-
writers, is it not right to respect most that type of training by which we shall
be amply equipped for making speeches of this kind ?

(14) And I think that for this too it is right to make written speeches fail the
test for they make life uneven for those who undertake them. For having
written speeches in the mind about everything is naturafly one of life’s
impossibilities. And it is inevitable that, whenever someone speaks extempore
on some matters and on others hammers out a text, his speech with
differences of style will produce criticism for the speaker, the text seeming
more suited to the stage or a recital, with the extempore speech seeming
common and trivial beside the precise style of the text. (15) And itisa terrible
thing if the man who lays claim to philosophy, promising to educate others,
can demonstrate his wisdom if he has his writing tablet or his book, but, if he
is separated from them, is in no better state than the uneducated, and can
produce a speech when given time, but on the spur of the moment is more
lost for words about something set before him than the man-in-the-street, and

professes technical skill in oratory but clearly has in him not even a small
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ke yOp 1 perfrn tof ypddeiv amopiav tol Adyeiv mAsioTnv
ropodibwory.

(16) Srav ydp Tic £6100F xoata wpikpov efepydlecbon Tovg
Aoyovg xat pet | akpifeieg xol pvOpod TA pPpripoto
ovvribévon, kot Ppodeiq 14 ThAg havoiag Kivrioer xpuwuevog
tmTsAelv TAV Epunveiav, dvoykoidv éomt ToBTov, BTav Eig
TOUC aLTOOXEDAOTOUE EADN Adyovg, évavria TPATTOVTR Toig
ovvnBeiong amopiog xai Bopidfov midpn TRV yvdunv Exerv,
Kol wpog Gmavta pev duoxepaively, undév 3t diadépertv Tdv
toxvodpuwvwv, ovdémote 8§ evAvTw T TAC wuxhg dyxivoig
xpuWuevoy Lyp@¢ xkat PpraavOpdmwe petoxepilecbo Tovg
Aoyovg. (17) aar’ domep ol Ha paxp@v xpovwv éx Jeoudv
Avbévrec o0 ddvovron Tolc dAAOLC Suotav mwairoocBon TRV
oSowropiav, GAA’ £ig ExEiva TG oxfduata xai Tod¢ puBuoig
arodépovron, ped’ v kol dedepévors adToic avaykaiov nv
wopeveaBor, TOV adTOov Tpomov T ypodn Ppadetog TG
diaPdoerg TH yvun Tapagkevdalovon kol 108 Afyelv €v Toig
gvavtiolg E£Beor molovpévn TRV doknotv dropov Kol
deouditiv  Thv woxdiv kabiotnor kal 1A Ev  TOig
aDTOOXEM aOTOIE £0poine amaong émimpoadev ylyveTal.

(18) vopilw 8 xal v pdbnowv TGv YPOARTEY AOYWY XOAENT|V
ked TRV pvipnv émimovov ko TV AnOnv aioxpav &v Toig
dywor yiyveoDol., TAVTEG yop (v OuOAGYHOEIOV TOL MIKPO TWV
LHEYAAWY Kol TG TORAG TV OAMYwvV XOAETWGTEPOV Eivol pabelv
kol pvnuoveboon. feEpl pEv 0dv todg avtTooxediaouovg Emi
Tdv EvBuunudrov del pdvov thv yvdunv éxetv, toig¢ &
ovouaoy €K T00 TapavTike dnAody: &v BE TOIC YPUNTOIC
rdyorc kot TV EvBupnudrTwy Kal TEV OVopdTWY KAl < TGV >
ovARGPGEY avaykaiév €ott molgicOar THV pviunv kol TR
padnowy gxpipA. (19) évBvpdpato piv obv OAlYx Kal pEYdAO
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capacity for making a speech. For practising writing results in very great

helplessness when it comes to speaking.

(16) For whenever someone has been accustomed to work out speeches in

detail and to construct sentences paying attention to both precise wording and

thythm and puts over his interpretation making use of a slow mental process,

it is inevitable that, whenever this man comes to extempore speeches, doing

the opposite of what he is used to, he should have a mind full of helplessness

and panic and should be ill-at-ease with everything, in no way different from

those with speech impediments, never using a free readiness of wit to execute
his speeches with flexibility and in a way that people like. (17) But, just as
those who have been released from their chains after a long period cannot
adopt a mode of walking like other people but keep being drawn back to those
actions and patterns of movement with which they had to walk when they
were tied up, so, in the same way, writing, rendering processes in the mind
slow and exercising the practice of speaking in an opposite set of habits, puts
the soul too in a state of perplexity and bondage and gets in the way of all that
easy flow to be found in extempore speeches.

(18) And I think that both learning wriiten speeches is hard, and holding them
in the memory troublesome, and forgetting them in court-cases embarrassing.
For everyone would agree that it is harder to leam and remember small
matters rather than great and many things rather than few, With regard to
extempore speeches then, one only has to pay attention to the arguments and
to express them in words as the moment dermnands. But in written speeches it
is necessary to commit to memory and learn precisely both the arguments and

the words and the syllables. (19) Further, the arguments in speeches are few
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TOI¢ Adyolg EvEOTIV, Ovouato B8 Kol pripoTe MOAAG Kol
TATEIVOL Kol pikpdv aArniwy diadépovra, xal TOvV pev
EvBopnudrwv draf €kaotov dnrofton, toig &' dvduaot
moAddxig 10i¢ avToic avaykaldueBa xpAoBar B16 TGv ugv
geBmopoc 1 pvrun, toi¢c OE dvoavdAnmToc [ pviun xal
dvodvraxktoc 7 uabBnoig kabiornkev. (20) £11 toivov al
AfBon wepl pEv TOUC adTooxeEdiaouovg Edniov TAV oloxvvnv
Exovolv. evAvTOL Y&p TAG Epunveiag ovong kol TV
ovoudtwy ovk axpifag ovveeopuévov, av dpa kol Sapdyn T
v Evlvunuarwy, ob xaremov trepfhivor T prATopt Kol TGV
tpefic évBuopnpdrwy dydpevov pndemid Tov Adyov aioxidvy
meprfarely, arra kol Tdv dapvydvrwv, dv Uortepov
avapvnobh, padiov morrjoacBar v dfrwaoiv. {21) Toig 5%
yeypoupéva Aéyovoiv, Av kol pikpov LAO THC AyWVIKg
éxdrooi Tt kol ropoarrdiwolv, oamoplav dvdykn kol
tAdvov xai {Arnov éyyevéoDar, xoi paxpodg pgv xpdvoug
EMiOXELV, TOAAAKIG BE T atwraf) diaraufdvery Tdv Adyov,
agoxrfuova d2 xat katayélooTov Kol duvoemikovpnrov
xaBsotaven THv amopiav.

(22) fyobpou B xei taic embupiang TEY dkpoaT®y dpeivov
xpfoBar Ttodg oiToOXEDIALovTag THVY T yeypoupéva
AEYOVTWY. 01 HEV YOP TOAD PO THOV dyWvwy T CUYYPAUMOTH
BLomovioavTEC EVIOTE TV KOULPOY GUOpPTAVOLGIV: § yap
poakpotepa TR émbopiag réyovreg amexBdvovrol Toig
akovovoly f Poviopivev En 1dv avBpdmwv axpodoBo
wpoowoAreimovol Adyong. (23) xahemov yap, iowg & advvardy
gonv avOpuwmivny npovoray EikéoBar 106 pérrovrog, Wote
wpoidelv axpifdc, Tiva Tpérov ol yviBuol TV GKOVOVTWY
wpdc T& prkn twv Asyopévwy EEovorv., év BE Tolg
avTooxedioouoic em g Aéyovrr yiyveron TtapiedecBo TOvg
AGyovC WPOC TG Duvduelg TAV yvupdyv dmofrémovn, kol Ta
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and important, but there are many common words and expressions differing

little from each other, and each of the arguments is produced once whilst we

are compelled to use the same words on many occasions. Because of this,

memory has a good capacity for the former, but, for the latter, memory is

hard to acquire and comprehension hard to preserve. (20) So then, lapses of
memory in extempore speeches keep their embarrassment hidden. For, since

the style is flexibie and the words are not polished with great care, if any of
the arguments escape the mind, it is not hard for the speaker to pass over
them and, taking the arguments which come after, not to incur any em-

barrassment over his speech, and it is also the case that, if he remembers them
afterwards, it is easy to deploy those which escaped him. (21) Bug, if those
speaking to a written text omit or alter even a small thing through stress, they
necessarily find themselves in the midst of helplessness, wandering and
searching for words ; they pause for long periods, they often break off their
speech in silence, and their helplessness appears unseemly, ridiculous and
hard to remedy.

(22) And I think that extempore speakers make better use of the inclinations
of their audience than those speaking to a written text. For those who take
much trouble over their scripts in advance of law-suits sometimes miss the
critical opportunities; for they either speak at greater length than people wish
and are disliked by their audience, or, when people want to go on hstening,
they leave off speaking too soon. (23) For it is hard, perhaps impossible, for
the human mind to forecast the future in such a way as to foresee precisely
what the attitudes of listeners will be with regard to the length of what is
being said. But in extempore speeches it is in the power of the speaker to

husband arguments, paying attention to the effects of words, both shortening

13
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urkn ovvréuvelv kol T ovvTépwe éokepuéva Bia
URKpoTEPWY dSnAoLY.

(24) xwpic Tolvov TOUTWY OBBE TOIC TXP AUVTWY TWY aydbvwy
tvBuprpaot Sidopévoic dpotwg Opdpev Exarépove xprobul
duvauévove. Toig pEv yop dypopa Ayovary, &v TL TOPO TGV
dvtibikwy evBdpnua AdPpwov 1§ Bid TAv ovvroviav TAC
Bravoioag adtév mapd obddv ovTdv doavendaolv, eUmopov
tomiv &v TdEer Beivan TOig yop ovipaowy Ex TOD TOP RV TIKO
mep) GrdvTwy dnhobvreg, 0vd’ Gtav mAei TOV EOKEUPEVQYV
Aywory, ovdaufi TOV Adyov dvdparov kel Topaxwdn
cabiordor. (25) toic BF petd TGV ypamTdv ACYwv
dywvilopévorg, dv dpo TU X0pig TAC TOPAUKEVAC gvBdunua
500#, xaremdv Evappdoo koi xpfiodat KaTX TpOTOV: al Yap
Gkpiperon TAg TGv dvoudrwv efepyaosiac o Tapoadiyxovrot
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Ko ouvepeimely THY 1BV dvoudTwy olkovouiav, KOl TOU pEV
axpifig Ta &' ik Aéyovra Tapaxédn xai dadwvov
wabrotdvon AV Epunveiav. (26) kaitor Tic dv €0 dpovav
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(27) fyobuat 3’ 006dE Adyovg dikouov eivar kereiglol TOUG
yeypopuévovg, GAA  damep eidwho kol oxfpata Kol
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MBiviov Gyohpdrey kol yeypoppévey {duv. domep yap tavTa
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what is lengthy and setting out what is concisely conceived on a broader
scale. (24) Further and apart from this, we can see that these two sets of
people cannot make the same kind of use even of arguments which are
presented to them in actual law-suits. For those speaking without a text are
casily capable of fitting in to their structure any argument they may take from
their opponents or any idea they conceive of their own accord since their
intellect is at full stretch. For, because they are setting everything out on the
spur of the moment, they produce a speech which is by no means uneven and
confused, even when they say more than they planned. (25) But for those
fighting law-suits with written speeches, if some argument is presented
beyond what has been prepared, it is hard to fit it in and use it in the proper
way; for the precision of working out the words in the text does not admit of
improvisation, but it is necessary either to make no use of arguments
presented by chance or, if one does use them, to undo and unbalance the
disposition of the text, so that saying some thirigs with precision and others
at random renders the style confused and discordant. (26) Now; who in his
right mind would adopt such a practice which sets itself against the use of
even those advantages which come of their own accord, and which
sometimes give parties to a suit less help than chance would offer, and, while
other arts customarily Jead human life towards improvement, this one gets in
the way of even gratuitous resource ?

(27) And T do not think it is right that speeches written down should even be
called speeches, but should be thought of as images and patierns and
imitations of speeches, and we could reasonably have the same opinion about

them as we have about bronze statues and stone monuments and depictions of
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animals. For, just as these are imitations of real bodies and give delight to the
view but offer no use in human life, (28) in the same way the written spéech,
having a single form and arrangement, produces certain striking effects when
it is conned from the book, but, being fixedly unable to respond to critical
moments, is of no use to those who have got hold of it. Just as real bodies
present an appearance far inferior to that of fine statues but yet are many times
more useful for getting things done, so too the speech spoken straight from
the heart on the spur of the moment has a sou! in it and is alive and follows
upon events and is like those real bodies, while the written speech whose
nature corresponds to a representation of the real thing lacks any kind of
living power.

(29) Perhaps someone would say that it is illogical to bring accusations
against the ability to write whilst oneself being seen to produce public
demonstrations in this medium, and to criticise the activity by means of which
one tries to get a reputation among the Greeks, and, while spending one’s
time on methodical study, to praise extempore speeches, and to consider
chance more serviceable for the task than forethought and those who
improvise more prudent than those who write after preparation. (30) But 1
have said these words, first of all, not because 1 wish to dismiss entirely the
ability to write but because I consider it inferior to the ability of performing
extemnpore, and believe that one ought to devote the greatest care to the ability
to make speeches; second, I am making use of writing with no claims to
being outstanding on this account but so that I may demonstrate to those who
are boastful because they have this ability that we, with only a little effort,

will be able to blot out and destroy their arguments. (31) In addition, |
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employ writing for the popular dissemination of my display-performances

too. For, whenever we are able to speak on any subject put before us with

happy appropriateness for the occasion and with elegance, it is in this mode

that we recommend those who meet us often to sample our ability ; but for

those who come to hear us after some time and for those who have never

before met us, we try to show something of what we have done in writing.

For those who have been accustomed to listen to the written speeches of
others would perhaps, if they hear us speaking extempore, form a lower
opinion of us than we deserve. (32) And, apart from this, signs of progress

which are fikely to be produced in the mind are very clear to see in the context
of written speeches. It is, though, not easy to judge if our extempore
speaking is better than it was before, for the recollection of what has been
said is difficult. But it is easy by examining written texts to contemplate, as it
were in a mirror, the progress of the soul. Alse, we undertake the writing of
speeches both because we are eager to leave behind memorials of ourselves
and to gratity our ambition.

(33) All the same one must not even so believe that, in recommending
improvisation, we are giving the ability to speak extempore pride of place
over the ability to write. For we consider that speakers must take thought in
advance in the use of arguments and structure, but concerning the expression
in words they must improvise. For the benefits of the precise style of written
speeches are outweighed by the appropriateness to the occasion of expressing
things spoken on the spur of the moment. (34) Therefore the man who
wishes to be not just an adequate script-writer but a skilled orator, who wants
to make good use of the critical moments rather than be meticulous about the
words, who is eager to have the goodwill of the audience on his side rather

than have their resentment fighting against him, who wants also to have a
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flexible mind and a well-stocked and ready memory with no trace of forget-
fulness, and who is keen to acquire an ability to make speeches which
correspond to the needs of life, would he not, if he were to devote hard
practice to extempore speaking all the time and in every circumstance, paying
attention to writing for amusement and as a side-line, be properly reckoned by

those who have good judgement to have good judgement too ?

Odysseus

Against the treachery of Palamedes
(1) Often in the past, men of Greece, I have pondered and been astonished at
the intentions of those who address us, wondering what on earth their
purpose is in readily coming forward here and giving advice to you when
they offer no help to the common cause, and very many mutual insults are
produced, and they waste untimely words at random on whatever subject they
happen to choose. (2) They speak, each of them wanting to get some
advantage in selfish glory, and some even charge a fee for consulting with
those from whom they think they can get a greater return. And, if anyone in
the camp sows discord or harms the common good by arranging things for
himself, we see that none of these people cares. But if one of us in taking a
prisoner from the enemy has obtained a prize which is bigger than that of
someone else, this becomes the reason for us having great arguments
amongst ourselves, thanks to their efforts. (3) But I think that the good, just
man does not concern himself with personal enmity, nor does he set more
store by favouritism, gratifying ambition for the sake of one man, nor by
money, rather than by what is going to be to the advantage of the majority

< ... ». But, leaving aside old troubles and arguments ! will try to put this
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